SANITATION NEWS


Leaf Season Leaves

Leaf season is just around the corner with a few leaves already falling.  Many residents have expressed the need to have a day each week designated to be in your neighborhood so you could plan your leaf raking and have your leaves picked up quicker instead of starting at one edge of the city and canvassing the neighborhoods until we get all leaves picked up and then start over again.   We will attempt to implement this system starting October 4.  We will use your trash day to be in your neighborhood to pick up your leaves each week.  If you are on a special assistance or rear loader route, your leaf day will be the day others in your neighborhood have their trash picked up with the automated trash truck.  

All leaf season leaves that you want picked up with the vacuum CANNOT not be bagged.  Leaf season pickup runs approximately October 1st to November 30th or even up into December if needed.  If you do not mulch your leaves, please rake them in a pile within 3 feet of the curb in your lawn, not in the street.  Leaves clog storm drains if piled in the roadway.   Please do not place leaf piles on water meter lids or  too close to the trash toters.   
The Benefits of Mulching 

Soil enrichment: Leaf mulch returns nutrients to the soil.
Water conservation: Mulch helps retain moisture in soils.
Less waste: Won’t need to have bags for yard waste.
Insulation: Leaf mulch acts as an insulating barrier from the heat in summer and the cold in winter.
Weed control: Mulch helps reduce the growth of weeds.
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Leaf-mulching tips

· Keep mower blade sharp

· Set mower blade to 2.5 inches

· Mow dry leaves

· Push mower slowly

· Mow when there is no more than 1 inch of leaf litter

· When adding mulch to gardens, do not put right up to the base of plants or trees. Make the mulch no deeper than 2 to 3 inches.

· For those who use lawn services, ask them to leaf mulch.

Uses for leaf mulch

· Leave it on the lawn

· Dig leaves directly into the garden to add organic matter and the nutrients

· Put leaf mulch on gardens and flower beds or around trees and shrubs. Source: York Region Solid Waste Management
Yard Waste
If you purchased a green compost toter, you can also place your leaves, unbagged, in the green compost toter and CALL to have the toter emptied.  

We ordered another shipment of green compost toters that should be in soon.  Yard Waste Toters can be purchased with the Sanitation Department paying half the cost and the customer paying the other half of the purchase cost of the Toter.  Approximate cost is $25 to customer and will be delivered after payment is made.

Below please find the holiday schedule for trash and recycle pickup.  Some days Bedford City offices will be closed but the automated trash truck will still be picking up trash.  If you have questions, give us a call.

Trash and Recycle Holiday Schedule
Holiday Date                                       Trash Pickup Date 
	Labor Day Monday
	09/06/10
	Saturday
	09/04/10



	Columbus Day Monday
	10/11/10  
	Monday
	10/11/10



	Election Day Tuesday      
	11/02/10
	Tuesday
	11/02/10

	Veterans Day Thursday   
	11/11/10
	Thursday
	11/11/10

	Thanksgiving Thursday
	11/25/10
	Saturday
	11/27/10

	Thanksgiving Friday
	11/26/10
	Friday
	11/26/10

	Christmas Eve Friday      
	12/24/10
	Friday
	12/24/10

	Christmas Monday           
	12/27/10
	Monday
	12/27/10



	New Years Eve Friday     
	12/31/10
	Friday
	12/31/10

	New Years Monday          
	01/03/11
	Monday
	01/03/11




Holiday Date                                    Recycle Pickup Date           

	Labor Day Monday
	09/06/10
	Tuesday
	09/07/10



	Election Day Tuesday
	11/02/10
	Wednesday
	11/03/10

	Christmas Monday


	12/27/10
	Tuesday
	12/28/10


*****REMINDER*****
All services except weekly trash, two week recycle, and vacuum leaf pick up are CALL IN ONLY.  Call the sanitation department to have your BRUSH, LARGE HOUSEHOLD ITEMS and COMPOST TOTERS EMPTIED at 275-1626.  
